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Territorial
Acknowledgement

We acknowledge that our work is conducted on unceded Indigenous Coast Salish Territories, and 
our hands are up especially to the people of the Kwantlen, Katzie, and Semiahmoo nations on whose 
lands we have our operating office. Our various campus engagements (besides Surrey, also Cloverdale, 
Langley & Richmond) take us on the shared traditional territories of the xʷməθkʷəy̓əm (Musqueam), 
kʷikʷəƛ̓əm (Kwitkwetlem), Qayqayt, and Tsawwassen peoples.

We believe that all people living in Canada are distorted by colonialism on an ongoing basis as it 
affects our identities, relationships, experiences and perceptions.  Therefore, we recognize settlers need 
to engage in a process of decolonization in order to transform relations with each other, Indigenous 
people, the land and the state.
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▲ Sxwəlməxwa?ł təməxw: Protecting Our Sacred Land. 8 ft x 4ft acrylic on canvas print. 
Art work by Kwantlen Nation artist Brandon Gabriel Kwələxwəcten 

#decolonize #nopipelines #kwantlenfirstnation #brandongabrielart #nodapl #waterislife
#uncededcoastsalishterritory #uncededterritories #nokindermorgan (via instagram: brandongabrielart)



Our Values
We want to acknowledge the long-standing efforts of the Simon Fraser Public Interest

Research Group in their collaborative creation of the following statement of values.
Inspired by this work, we are simply walking in their footsteps in the adaptation of this

statement to our purpose and we hope to grow to make this our own living document.

Inclusive space to build community on campus; therefore we seek to support a diverse range 

of students in their organizing and activism towards social and environmental justice.

Anti-oppression; therefore, we acknowledge that systems of oppression exist, are 

interconnected and must be challenged on multiple fronts through a diversity of actions.

Body sovereignty and diversity, therefore we resist all forms of violence against all beings

and all bodies. We support reproductive justice, gender diversity, migrant justice, sexual 
diversity and (non-human) animal rights. We encourage a critical approach to mainstream ideas 
around: mental & physical health; dis/ability; beauty; poverty, class & capitalism; racialization; 
nationalism, citizenship & statehood; sex work; prisons & punitive justice.

Self-representation and self-determination; therefore, we value individuals and 

communities working and speaking from their own experience.

Skills-sharing, therefore we are committed to mentorship, mutual feedback and empowering 

student and community leadership.

Continual learning and growth; therefore, we strive to be patient, self-reflective, 

compassionate, and have an ongoing commitment to the learning process.

Integrity, wholeness and healing; therefore we strive to hold space where people can be 

their whole selves, find support and act to bring their values & day-to-day lives into greater 
alignment.

Collective and collaborative working methods; therefore we encourage a diversity of 

ideas and approaches.

Accountability to our membership, our communities and ourselves; therefore we strive to be 

transparent and commit to building on past collective knowledge.

Sustainability; therefore we strive to live in harmony with our environment and minimize our 

ecological footprint. This includes supporting sustainable food systems; biodiversity; and free 
access to clean water.
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About KPIRG
Based out of our office at Newton Village, and 

active on KPU campuses, the Kwantlen Public 
Interest Research Group (KPIRG) is a student-
funded and student-directed not-for profit, non-
partisan resource centre and independent Society 
dedicated to social, economic, and environmental 
justice.

Since the 1970s, Public Interest Research Groups
(PIRGs) have proliferated across North American 
campuses as a vehicle through which students 
mobilize, organize, and advocate for progressive 
social change. In 2013, KPIRG was founded at KPU
Surrey by KPU students committed to social, 
economic, and environmental justice. Since then, 
KPIRG has engaged in a broad range of work, on 
and off campus, aimed at engaging KPU students 
and community allies in social, economic, and 
environmental justice. As a dynamic hub of 
progressive student activism, KPIRG strives to 
stand at the forefront of interrelated social, 
economic, and environmental struggles at KPU and 
in the community. We conduct research, advocacy, 
campus and community organizing/activism, 
lobbying, and educational and media campaigns, 
and ongoing programming.

We are non-partisan, which means that we are 
not allied with any particular political party. KPIRG
brings together a diverse range of people, and our 
work is all centred on a shared set of values. This 
includes a commitment to anti-oppression, 
decolonization, and indigenous sovereignty; 
collective and collaborative working methods; space
for continual learning and growth and self-

reflexivity; self-representation and self-
determination; an inclusive and safe space to build 
community on campus; mentorship, health and 
sustainability; accountability to our membership, 
our communities and ourselves.

We are a registered non-profit organization with 
our own constitution and bylaws and are, 
accordingly, independent from both the University 
and the Kwantlen Student Association. We are 
governed by a student-lead board of directors and 
have a team of four unionized staff who carry out 
the work of the organization.

KPIRG is funded through student fees - we 
receive $0.80 per credit from every enrolled student 
at KPU. Upon paying their student fees, all KPU 
students are members of KPIRG and can use the 
resources made available through our centre. Non-
students can also become associate members of 
KPIRG and get involved with us. We realize that 
not everyone believes in the goals of KPIRG; 
therefore, we offer students the option to withdraw 
their membership during the fee refund period, 
which is within the first thirty days of each 
semester.

We work closely with other student organizations
on campus, including the Kwantlen Student 
Association (KSA), Women Organizing 
Opportunities for Women (WooW), KDocs, 
Aboriginal Resurgence Community, Critical 
Criminology Working Group, Prison Justice Club 
and others. We also work closely with many faculty 
members at KPU.
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Message from the Directors
Hello KPIRG members and community!

This past year has been year of change and 

transition for KPIRG. We've had a full turnover of the
directors during this term and hired a new team of 

amazing staff. The quality of applicants to each of our
job postings has been truly inspiring and every hiring 

decision has been difficult in the best possible way.  
So while there are some difficulties arising from 

having less institutional knowledge present in the 
society, it's exciting to have so many fresh new 

perspectives and ideas in our organization.

For the Summer of 2017, with the assistance of 

the Canada summer jobs grant, we hired a student 
staff member to be our Dis/orientation Coordinator 

and at the beginning of the Fall semester we ran two 
weeks of disorientation programming and events. As 

our Administrative Coordinator resigned and our 
Outreach Coordinator and then our Research 

Coordinator both took a one year leave of absence, 
the latter half of 2017 was primarily spent hiring and 

training new staff members. We did, however, put on 
several events during that period such as the 

"Mixolos Mitchtape Live" with Mitcholos Touchie in 
late September and "Genocide is genocide no matter 

what form it takes" with Tamara Starblanket in 
October.

Having hired and trained our full complement of 
staff by the end of January, we hit the ground running

with events and outreach. We kicked off our "Open 
Media Workshop Series" with workshops on access 

to information requests and podcasting basics. For 
Black History Month programming, we hosted a 

panel discussion titled "Beyond Tokenism" and a 
concert with East Van musician Chelsea D.E. 

Johnson. In March, we co-hosted a visual 
presentation and discussion titled "Indigenous 

Women Confront the State," brought in West Coast 
LEAF to run a consent workshop titled "Only Yes 

Means Yes"; and hosted a workshop on 
transformative justice titled "Ending Violence 

Against Women" and run by Kalamity Hildebrant.

In this year's audit, our auditors have listed a sum 

of money (approximately totalling $112,000), which 
they have identified as "non-operational losses." 

Since the fall semester, the directors have spent a 
significant amount of time investigating this matter. 

We have retained legal counsel and consulted on a 
civil claim, which we filed on March 23rd 2018 for 

the purpose of recovering those funds. More 
information as well as the full civil claim can be 

found in the open letter posted to our website 
(www.kpirg.ca) on March 27th 2018. 

In this coming year, we plan to continue our 
program of events. A workshop on geographic 

information systems & crowd-sourced digital 
mapping is currently in the works as well as a co-

sponsorship of the upcoming Sonya Renee Taylor 
book launch organized by Black Lives Matter 

Vancouver. We're undergoing a full restructuring of 
our policies and are planning to collate most of our 

policies into a set of regulations both for ease of 
understanding and implementation in addition to 

greater transparency. This summer will see the reboot
of our Community Action Research Project Program 

and more large scale events featuring & curated by 
artist and activists. We have a solid team engaged in 

the work they do. We're extremely eager and excited 
for everything KPIRG is planning and everything 

KPIRG will be in the coming year!

In Solidarity,

Your KPIRG Board of Directors
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Organization
All KPU students are our members, and KPIRG is governed by a volunteer board of directors. They are
elected annually and they help to govern the direction, vision and growth of the organization. They take
part in strategic planning, attend regular meetings, participate in the overall function and direction of 
KPIRG's organizational work.

The current board members are:

Raqiya Khan:  As the Director of Campus 
Life, Raqiya has been assisting the planning and 
programming of events on and off campus so that 
KPIRG student members can enjoy an enriched, 
challenging and rewarding student life.  Her solid 
leadership has been fundamental to the continued 
efforts of the organization.

Jagdeep Singh Mangat:  As an activist and a 
practicing immigration lawyer, Jagdeep has been 
instrumental in assisting our organization with 
strategic planning and tactical consultation.  He 
has provided KPIRG with strong leadership and 
aided greatly in the overall functioning of the 
organization.

Simon Massey:  As one of our Directors at 
Large, Simon has contributed above and beyond 
to aid in the functioning and maintenance of the 
organization.  He has provided overall leadership, 
engagement and resourcing in promoting or 
creating KPIRG’s public image for individuals, 
groups and organizations in consultation with the 
rest of the board and with staff.  He has acted in a 
variety of capacities throughout his term: Board 
Organizer, Director of Finance, Community 
Affairs and Campus Life are all roles that Simon 
has undertaken either in an ongoing or temporary 
capacity, depending on the needs of the society.

KPIRG Staff

There are currently three permanent staff 
members and a maximum of two temporary, part- 
time student staff members. The student staff are 
employed on an academic term basis (renewable).
Their responsibilities are determined by the 
immediate and short-term needs of the 
organization. The current staff positions and its 
personnel are:

Outreach and Events Coordinator (Idil 
Isse): the creative brainchild responsible for 
KPIRG’s public, media outreach, KPIRG events 
& marketing.

Administrative Coordinator (Dana Kagis): 
responsible for the day-to-day running of the 
organization, including bureaucratic, 
administrative/office oversight.

Research Coordinator (PJ Lilley): the 
architect for events and action-oriented research, 
as well as link-builder between KPIRG and 
community organizations.
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Events & Programming
Refuge in Surrey: a panel on stereotypes, survival, and sanctuary
July 26, 2017 (KPU Surrey, Fir 128)

This panel discussion focused on the
City of Surrey and the residents that live
in it. Those who seek refuge and live their
lives - are they getting the tools they need
to thrive? Are resources in Surrey
accessible? With the emphasis on
negative stereotypes that exist, how can
we work together to create a harmonious
relationship with our neighbours to battle
microaggressions against one another?
This community action forum, open to
both students of KPU and the broader public, tackled these sensitive areas and looked to build upon 
solutions to common problematic areas in our community. 

Thank you to the City of Surrey for providing funding for this event.

Dis/Orientation
Week 2017

“The two week Dis/Orientation days consist of
workshops, discussions and events where students
and members of the community can position
themselves as anti-oppressive and environmentally
sustainable participants.  It is also meant to re-
center the narratives on suppressed voices and
empower marginalized groups.” ►
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Stories Around Us –
LGBTQ+ Film Nights 
Sept. 8 & 13, 2017 (Birch 250, KPU
Surrey)

As part of Dis/O Days this year, KPIRG hosted
two film screenings with a focus on queerness and
the intersections under that umbrella.   We
explored the social locations of black masculinity,
asexuality and mixed-race indigenous identities in
the cozy confines of KPU campus over popcorn
and discussion.  These events were the perfect
demonstration of the ways in which film has the
potential to deepen our conversations and the
modes in which we operate in the context of
social justice. ►

Seeds of Change 
September 14 (KPU Langley)

◄  Kent Mullinix provided the students of KPU with a 
plethora of information about small, sustainable food 
systems amidst an overarching agribusiness structure 
that is unsustainable.  He spoke about the disappearance 
of Agricultural Land Reserve’s and the important work 
that the Langley campus Agriculture program is doing to
teach and build sustainable food systems.

The Migrant Workers Dignity Association presented 
us with the experiences of labourers in the agricultural 
sector and spoke about the ways both big and small food
farms were exploitative of non-white and temporary 
labourers.  KPU students were challenged to understand 
the hidden social costs of food production that are often 
overshadowed by environmental concerns.  The Migrant
Workers Dignity Association spoke to us also about the 
ways in which their work was on the ground, out in the 
field, putting themselves at risk to help support these 
workers to gain justice.
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Our Home on Native Land 
September 19, 2017 (KPU Surrey, FIR 128)

► KPIRG and KPU students were
blessed to have both Lekeyten, KPU’s
Elder in Residence, and local activist
and artist, Brandon Gabriel, come and
speak to us and impart their own
knowledge, teachings and experiences.

Lekeyten began by speaking to us
about the Kwantlen Nation’s Seven
Laws of Life: happiness, generations,
humbleness, generosity, understanding
and forgiveness.  Interweaving those
teachings with his own experiences,
Lekeyten imparted a strong sense of
holism and wisdom in his words,
connecting issues and ways of walking
in the world.  He shared with us that his
biggest personal challenge with the
Seven Laws of Life was with
forgiveness and told us about the time
when Stephen Harper offered a
handshake and Lekeyten replied with “I
don’t like you”.  By the end of his
lecture, Lekeyten had charmed us all with his mischievous sense of humour while imparting valuable 
knowledge.

Brandon Gabriel spoke about his journey, beginning as a Business and Anthropology student at 
KPU.  He talked about how he was passionate to be of service to his people by asserting their land 
rights through archaeological claims.  But he found that he was more and more forced to take on 
colonialism in the process.  He spoke about his continuing journey speaking and teaching, developing 
curriculum in Surrey.  He also spoke about his artistic and activist journey and how the two have 
intertwined.  Brandon’s involvement in the Little Mountain struggle to protect Musqueam land rights in
2012 as well as his involvement in the Burnaby Mountain protests of 2015.  Moving forward, Brandon 
spoke of his support for the Tiny House Warriors and about the Kwantlen Nations intentions to build a 
healing lodge on top of the Kinder Morgan Pipeline in the Spring of 2018.
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(more Dis∕Orientation events...)

Workers’ Rights 
September 20, 2017 (KPU Cloverdale)

Our tabling event at Cloverdale campus in support
of workers’ rights was well received by trades
students concerned not just with their own futures, but
the futures of all fellow workers.  In conjunction with
the BC Federation of Labour’s ‘Fight for 15’
campaign to raise the minimum wage to $15.00 per
hour, we spoke with these students about their own
experiences with labour rights.  They were very
enthusiastic to sign the ‘Fight for 15’ petition and we
came away with the sense that the Cloverdale campus
stood very much in solidarity with workers’ rights.  ►

You, Me & The Sea 
September 20, 2017 (KPU Surrey)

Lauren Brown Horner from Fraser Riverkeepers
spoke to KPU students about the connections we have
(and don’t have) with our water systems.  In this
interactive workshop, we were given information
about the current distress our global water systems are
under and the ongoing efforts of the organization to
document water usage, engage in sample collecting
and organize on the ground river clean-ups all in the
service of the protection of our most vital.  This
presentation demonstrated how community mapping
systems are being used to tell people’s stories about
their connections with water and used to demonstrate
to legislators the importance of these spaces in an
effort to preserve them.  We were also invited to
engage in the creation of a series of human tableaus
and reflect on the ways in which water is important in
our lives and make the connection between our
personal experiences and our responsibilities to future
generations of water users and, more generally, the
future of life on the planet. ►
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Mixolos Mitchtape LIVE 
September 27, 2017 (The Melville Centre for Dialogue, KPU Richmond)

We at KPIRG were delighted to host Mitcholos Touchie to feature in and curate the Mixolos 
Mitchtape LIVE, a spoken word show co-featuring Kay Kassirer, Mother Girth and Frankie McGee.  

“mitcholos Łaphsp̓at̓unakʔi Łim̓aqs†i (Yuułuʔiłʔa†h x Nuučaan̓uɫ Maa-nulth First Nations) A
homeless indigenous Spoken Word artist, videographer, and writer who moved from 
Yuułuʔiłʔath x Nuučaan̓uɫ territory to Coast Salish Territory (CKA Vancouver) in 2015.

mitcholos' has been published by Oratorealis (Lit mag, Victoria, BC), and Dominion Mag 
(Montreal); has received Director/Screenwriter credits for a Short Film with The Frames Film 
Program; has directing/ production/ videography credits for a number of music videos with 
Dana I.D Matthews, Wind-Up Birds, and Sol Diana; mitcholos has also been showcased in 
Banff Centre for Arts and Creativity's Spotlight Series, as a part of The Spoken Word program 
of 2017.” 

  This spellbinding night of spoken word and story telling was one of our favorite events of the year. 
Each performer modeled how art and activism converge in a powerful force with the potential for 
societal transformation within and between us all.  Mitcholos’ feature performance was at once fierce, 
raw and tender, exploring his own personal histories in the context of a colonial state and the 
sometimes-unexpected paths of an indigenous traveller on the road to healing and decolonization can 
take.

Genocide Is Genocide No Matter What Form It Takes 
Tues. Oct 17th, 2017 (KPU Surrey, FIR 128)

In October, we had the opportunity of a visit and dialogue with
Tamara Starblanket (Spider Woman). Starblanket is Nehiyaw
(Cree) and from the Ahtahkakoop First Nation in Treaty Six
Territory, she is also the Co-Chair of the North American Indigenous
Peoples Caucus (NAIPC). She holds an LLM from the University of
Saskatchewan and an LLB from the University of British Columbia
and is a former Director of Policing and Research and Development
at the Federation of Saskatchewan Indian Nations. Starblanket is the
Instructor and Program Coordinator for the Aboriginal Justice
Studies Certificate Program at Native Education College and author
of Suffer the Little Children—Genocide: Indigenous Nations in the
Canadian State. Her interests are in studying the impacts that
genocide has had on our Mother Earth, our original laws, our
peoples and nations, our cultures, and our way of life.   ►
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BC Fair Wages Commission Presentation 
November 30, 2017, at the Sheraton Hotel, Guildford

Late last year, KPIRG presented oral submissions to the BC Fair Wages Commission in support of 
raising the minimum wage for workers to $15.00 per hour.  KPIRG spoke to our personal experiences 
around exploitation, sickness, sexual harassment and discrimination in the workplace, making 
connections also with low wage work and the housing crisis.  We presented information from a global 
perspective, as well, as a cautionary tale about what not raising wages could mean in addition to a 
hopeful perspective from cities that have already adopted a $15.00 per hour minimum wage.  KPIRG 
stressed that this was only a beginning step to integrating a living wage system as presented in the 
Canadian Centre for Policy Alternative’s Living Wage Report (which is now over $21.00 per hour) for 
the City of Vancouver.

February was Black History Month

For Black History Month 2018, KPIRG held a series of free events for students and community 
members. To kick off BHM 2018, we went on a journey through Black history on Turtle Island with 
screenings of three short films from the NFB:  Joe (2002) / Remember Africville (1991) / Journey to 
Justice (2000)  The event, which took place at the Grassroots Café, gave folks a chance to learn more 
about the legacy of black resistance in our own backyard. 

In addition, in collaboration with Dr. Charles Quist Adade’s Social Justice Class, KPIRG hosted a 
panel discussion titled “Beyond Tokenism”. Curated by KPIRG`s Outreach Co-ordinator Idil Isse, 
panelists Leland Harper, Cecily Nicholson joined with
Charles Quist-Adade and students to delve into a
conversation about the ways in which BHM is currently
celebrated, examine the month’s original purpose and
explore the radical potential that BHM still holds. Finally,
we invited local powerhouse Chelsea D.E Johnson for a
concert night filled with soul, rock ‘n roll and intimate
conversation about the role of the artist in reflecting the
times that they are living in. ▼
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NOTE! FORTHCOMING!

KPIRG is super excited to announce 

that we are a co-sponsor of the 

upcoming Sonya Renee Taylor visit 

and book launch organized by Black 

Lives Matter Vancouver! 

The Body Is Not An Apology:

The Power of Radical Self-Love

Book Tour: Sonya Renee Taylor 

in conversation with Joy Gyamfi, 

jaye simpson & Athena Affan

 April 6th   |  5:30-8pm

at SFU Harbour Centre Campus 

Vancouver, in co-operation with 

Fat Panic!, SFPIRG & Out In Schools

#LoveRadical



Introducing A New KPIRG hands-on skills-
sharing Series... 

As part of our ongoing efforts to get deeper into public interest
research, we have set up a series of skills-building workshops, the
'Open Media Workshop Series,' and we are working on expanding
this series to include a wide range of topics that build our capacity
for action.

These will not be strictly technical in focus, but will be structured to bring in experienced facilitators
to walk participants through hands-on training that will assist with their research methods, publication 
and dissemination efforts. We've done two so far, one on access to information and one on podcasting, 
and we have two more upcoming (see red sidebar ▼). We have been working in co-operation of the 
KPU School of Journalism for the use of their Media Lab and recording studio and we plan to continue 
to expand on that collaboration in future workshops.

 We began with an Access to Information 
Workshop (with Mike Larsen, KPU Crim 
faculty and president of the BC Freedom of 
Information and Privacy Association), in which 
students and some of our community members 
were able to learn the processes by which to 
properly file and follow-up on access-to-
information requests from government agencies.

From this experience, we have established an ongoing Research Support Network, and we will 
continue to press for further info and will publish our findings as we dig.  (Please visit our Resource 
Library for further documentation from this workshop, as well, we will be adding details to our website

at  kpirg.ca/foi )

Our podcasting introductory workshop was well attended
and we have learned a number of useful tips and tricks for 
editing audio, and will be continuing to develop these skills 
through the creation of edited presentations of our recorded 
events, as well as
interviews
conducted by
student researchers
to contribute to the
creation of our own
KPIRG podcast. 
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Coming Soon! See: 

https://kpirg.ca/open-access/

Geographic Information Systems 

& crowd-sourced digital mapping 

projects     +

DIY publications: open source 

tools for desktop publishing, 

sound ∕ video and image editing



International Women's Day

We hosted 3 events as part of our IWD activities, against rape culture, and as part of what we plan to
be an ongoing & intersectional commitment to challenging oppression and building a culture of 
consent:

Indigenous Women Confront the State
March 15, 2018, the International Day Against Police Brutality 
(Birch 250, KPU Surrey)

►   A visual presentation and
discussion (in co-operation with
Surrey People Power) led by Jenn
Allan (Grassroots Women) and
Martha Roberts (Surrey People
Power) confronting the long history of
police violence in the Canadian state
context. 

Throughout the brutal process
since colonization, Indigenous women
have been a main target of cops, courts & prisons, with rape, beatings and even death, through constant 
thefts of land and languages and even children. But there is also a continuing history of resistance and 
the rising anger in struggles for justice for murdered and missing Indigenous women may inspire a 
strong new unity of opposition.  (Video from the powerpoint presentation is soon forthcoming on the 
KPIRG Youtube channel.)

Only Yes Means Yes
March 21, 2018   (Birch 250, KPU Surrey)

West Coast LEAF (Legal Education and Action
Fund) shared with us their new workshop about 
the law of sexual assault and consent, designed in 
collaboration with an amazing group of post-
secondary students. It offered an in-depth look at 
what the law says about consent and how it deals 
with sexual assault, through a survivor-centered, 
social justice lens. 

Over 2 hours, we explored: 
- Legal and ethical standards for consent, and how they 
are different 
- Systems and steps in the justice system, from police 
report to trial 
- Legal and non-legal options and supports available to 
survivors 
- Legal case examples where myths about sexual assault 
came into play, and the realities to challenge those myths 

Project info: www.westcoastleaf.org/our-work/yes-means-yes/  +  a list of local resources for survivors is

now available in our Resource Library, plus extensive materials regarding building a culture of consent
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Ending Violence Against Women: 
What If Police, Prisons And The State Are Not The Solution? 
Thursday March 22nd (KPU Surrey · Birch 250) 

KPIRG was joined for a special IWD workshop with Kalamity Hildebrandt (SFPIRG) who raised 
issues with carceral feminism in the mainstream, and as a counterpoint, demonstrated examples from 
communities who are coming together to create alternative models based on transformative justice. ▼

An experienced
facilitator, Kalamity
Hildebrandt has spent 25
years as a community
organizer, working against
violence, toward peer
support, for inclusive
education & facilitation,
disability justice, fat politics,
sex worker rights, on the
problems with capitalism &
corporations, while applying
an intersectional anti-
oppression framework to
whatever work we are doing.

We very much appreciate
the time and discussion and
look forward to further
explorations (with
Kalamity!) on the practice of
transformative justice.
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Community Action Research
Project Program (CARPP)

KPIRG’s Community Action 
Research Project Program (CARPP)
was founded as a countervailing 
force to the oppressive tendencies 
often reproduced by post-
secondary institutions. 
Universities have historically 
served to uphold exploitative and 
oppressive systems, such as 
capitalism, patriarchy, and 
structural racism (altogether 
known as Imperialism).

Situated in our communities, 
these educational institutions often
extract data and resources from 
our communities, without 
meaningful exchange, and leave 
behind little in the way of 
substantial, net benefits. Such 
extractive research objectifies 
community organizing and 
activism and co-opts popular, 
grassroots knowledge and 
movements in ways that reinforce 
the power inequity between 
researcher and the groups that 

they represent (academic, 
corporate, state), on the one hand, 
and the community, on the other.

By focusing our resources on 
groups and individuals in search 
of theory, information, and the 
energy to supply them, CARPP 
encourages students to 
consciously wield their 
institutional advantage and 
convert it into a useful tool for 
political action. CARPP connects 
KPU students with local, 
progressive, non-profit 
community organizations that 
need research but lack the 
financial and informational 
resources. By taking part in 
CARPP, KPU students can 
integrate more community-
directed, transformative research 
into their education while 
engaging in crucial community 
organizing.

KPIRG’s CARP is one of similar
programs found at other PIRGs 

across Canada, namely OPIRG-
Ottawa's Community Research 
Project (CRP), QPIRG's 
Community-University Research 
Exchange (CURE), and, formerly, 
SFPIRG’s Action Research 
Exchange (ARX). As with 
grassroots, community organizing, 
we choose research tools to fit the 
specific issue being explored and 
the research needs of communities
with whom we are working. 
Methodologies include, but are 
not limited to, participatory 
action research.

KPIRG’s Research (CARPP) 
Coordinator is tasked with 
supporting student researchers in 
conducting original research on 
community-based issues. Students
and community members 
participating in our CARPP 
program receive training, 
mentorship, and hands-on 
research experience.

KPIRG’s CARP Program can be used for course credit in the classroom or as an independent project on the part of the

student.
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Mandate of CARP

 to channel the academic resources and privilege of the university setting 
towards marginalized community organizations working towards social 
change, while taking direction from those community organizations and
respecting their autonomy over their research needs.

 to facilitate productive, mutually transformative collaboration and 
solidarity between students and community organizers in a way that 
redefines the boundary between the university and the communities in 
which the university is situated and, thereby, promoting socially 
relevant and useful community-based research and political action.

 to inform students about PAR and community organizing and broaden 
students’ academic horizons by providing them with the resources to 
perform relevant, action-oriented academic work.

Past CARP projects have included:

•  (2015-16) an examination (with summaries) of the positions of various municipalities who 
gave presentations to the National Energy Board on the proposed Kinder Morgan-
TransMountain pipeline expansion (Surrey & Metro Vancouver, Chilliwack and the Fraser 
Valley Regional District, also Abbotsford and the Township of Langley.) [Note: In Surrey, and 
possibly other municipalities, positions have changed since then, our community partners are 
requesting a current update of this summary information, with forthcoming Access-to-
Information requests]

• (2016-17) a comparative study of sexual violence policies (procedures & services available) at 
various other BC post-secondary institutions along with an in-depth analysis of KPU responses 
to sexual assault tracking and public disclosure;

• (2017-in progress) “A Place Where Everyone Belongs: Experiences of Students with 
Disabilities at KPU” included a literature review, an accessibility audit of all 4 campuses and in-
depth policy analysis geared toward effective progressive change at KPU.  Students with 
disabilities, as members of Disability Action Movement Now! (D.A.M.N.!) are leading this 
research with the support of Sociology faculty member Fiona Whittington-Walsh (also a 
member of the Social Justice Centre at KPU) and are set to conduct both an on-line survey 
(aimed at the 4% of the KPU students who self-identify as living with disabilities) and a smaller
set of in-depth participant interviews.
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CARPP Reboot: Summer 2018

A major motivation drawing students into community organizing is the ability to effect practical 
change in their communities.  KPIRG’s CARP Program is going through a reboot phase designed to 
become more responsive to the needs of local grassroots community initiatives, and within a deeper 
participatory action framework.

Through skills-sharing and an iterative process, we aim to better incorporate feedback and reflection
throughout project development for continuous improvement from research through to publication and 
dissemination.

Besides classroom visits and skills-share workshops, this past semester KPIRG started a Faculty 
Advisory Network, and through its expansion, we hope to tackle local social and environmental 
problems through an interdisciplinary Research Support Network that encourages flexibility and 
critical, independent thinking.

Some of these campus & community groups which we are looking to deepen relationships with 
include (but certainly this list is only a start!)   ...

• The Indigenous Gathering Place & the 
Aboriginal Resurgence student group ... 

In addition to our friendship with 
Lekeyten, KPU`s Elder-in-Residence,  
we hope to solidify our support for the 
Stand With Kwantlen campaign, 
building local grassroots movement 
infrastructure for healing, truth & 
justice.  This includes strategies for 
land, water and language protection 
and defense. 

• the Summer Institute in Community 
Organizing and Social Justice (with 
members of the KPU Criminology and 
Sociology Departments) which, according 
to Instructor Jeff Shantz, “will give 
students first-hand experience in the work 
of community organizing and progressive 
social change. Working on campaigns, 
alongside community groups like KPIRG, 
participants in the Institute will experience
social justice in action”

• the Social Justice Centre (an initiative out 
of the KPU Criminology Department)... 
Their activity hubs (and areas of possible 
research collaboration and joint 
publications) include: harm reduction, 
anti-racism, human rights, environmental 
advocacy, sex/gender, surveillance, 
freedom of information, disability rights, 
anti-poverty, housing, law, food security, 
immigrant resettlement, restorative justice,
decolonizing education, public safety and 
corrections. 

• the Institute for Sustainable Food Systems 
at KPU (and the Farm Schools)

• SANSAD – the South Asian Network for 
Secularism and Democracy

• the East Indian Defense Committee

• Radical Desi (on-line magazine)

• the Sanctuary City and Sanctuary Health 
movements for migrant defense
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• The Alliance Against Displacement (in 
particular through their Surrey-based 
dialogue series of Community Safety 
forums at the City Centre Library and 
related street organizing amongst 
homeless people living on “the Strip” on 
135a Street)

• Surrey People Power (in particular, 
through their Community Diagnosis 
practicum research in the Newton area)

+  many more opportunities for collaboration!  
Get in touch with us with your suggestions!

Some of the possible associated research projects now in discussion & planning...

Housing & Homelessness and the lack of affordable and appropriate housing stock: connections to 
over-crowding, couch-surfing, students sleeping in cars; gentrification and red-lining; landlord racism, 
sexism and marginalization/inequality;  neighbourhood “social cleansing” (visibility/stigmatization); 
surveillance & repression; criminalization of poverty/homelessness and survival methods: recycling, 
binning, pan-handling, sex-work; interrogating student recruitment to Community Ambassadors 
program (students targeted for recruitment by police, border services agencies and other security 
establishments aimed at private property protection)

Hunger, and the hidden realities of food insecurity (both on campus and in our community, 
hopefully this will incorporate and add to the research done in the Fall 2017 semester by the HANGRY
student group on the KPU situation)

Harm Reduction Peer Support Network:

-Opioid crisis and grass-roots responses

-cannabis decriminalization

-Fraser Health naxolone trainings

-social determinants of health and real measures of inclusion/safety & belonging, 
connectedness

Self-defense & community defense trainings within a feminist & anti-racist framework

Decolonizing education: Through consultations with local Indigenous First Nations (Kwantlen, 
Katzie & Semiahmoo), through oral history explorations with elders, through anthropological research 
and municipal archives, develop a better understanding of the local territorial stewardship, 
environmental impacts of settler colonialism

Surrey as Sanctuary City: advocacy and investigation into laws and local policies around 
deportations and refugee (including a new centre migrant detention centre opening in Surrey); 
solidarity action against removals;  making connections through Fraser Health, Translink drivers, 
BCTF, Librarians, CUPE and other transit, education, social and care workers to increase inclusion and 
access to services
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KPIRG 2018 Budget
Budget item Projected 2018 ($)

INCOME

Membership Fees 270,020
Grants 3,267
Interest 100
Subtotal 273,387

EXPENSES

Advertising & Promotion 5,500
AGM 2,000
Banking Fees 400
Capital Assets 2,000
CARPP Research 2,500
Events 20,000
Insurance 4,250
Legal & Professional Fees 50,000
Office Supplies & Expenses 7,500
Professional Development 4,000
Rent/Lease 25,000
Travel 2,000
Utilities 1,700
Wages and Benefits 141,225
Other Expenses 500

Subtotal 268,575
Surplus/Contingency 4,807
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Testimonials
“KPIRG has really been ramping up the events that they have been throwing this year. They've 
focused on not only on bringing events to campus that educate and discuss social justice issues, 
but also on creating a wider access point by making KPIRG about things people would be 
interested in and enjoy. For example, the Podcasting Essentials workshop brought students and 
faculty together to learn about a new outreach medium that could inspire everyone to work on 
their own passion projects. KPIRG has been helping to make education not just a part of the 
classroom.”

--Murdoch de Mooy

“It has been great to see the much-needed social justice events that KPIRG has put on in 
collaboration with community groups over the last few years! People often forget that 
universities and post-secondary institutions exist as part of the community, so it is great to see 
organizations like PIRGs that connect campus and community more strongly and encourage 
students to engage in social, economic, and environmental justice.”

--Victoria                           

“KDocs's ongoing collaboration with KPIRG is vital to fulfilling our mission. We rely 
on KPIRG as a social justice ally and are proud to be its community partner.”

--Janice Morris, KDOCs

“KPIRG has been a great help reaching out to students over the last few years. 
PIPE UP would not be able to do all the work we do without them!”

--Justine Nelson, PIPE-UP!                   

“It is a very important space for Surrey community to share, discuss, and feed human issues
(social, artistic, intellectual, scientific, environmental, migrant, indigenous, financial, security,
justice...): all public interests we have as citizens of the largest refugee city in BC, which also
“shares” a border with US. KPIRG constitutes an essential nursery to create awareness about

the problems and solutions we can work on, to be a better society, especially considering there
is a huge -total- empty of this kind of forums, so necessary to make the so-called first world a
more fair place, a human one where people can get connected between each other, beyond the

capitalist/colonial lifestyle that turns humans into producing machines (though living in
poverty-debt). Another good thing from KPIRG is Surrey residents don’t have to travel until

Vancouver to find another voices or thoughts.  It lets us have a local discussion.”

--Karla Lottini
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Volunteer With KPIRG!
Volunteers are integral to our organization and 

we greatly value their contributions as well as 
who they are as individuals with their own unique 
experiences.  The exercise of community enriches 
us all when we come together to work for 
common needs, goals and dreams.  We all have 
the potential to be greater within ourselves and in 
solidarity with each other to accomplish the 
impossible and push forward to fight for 
sustainable change in the pursuit of an equitable 
world.

Volunteering with KPIRG includes, but is not 
limited to:

1. Joining the KPIRG Board of Directors! 

2. General support on an as-needed basis, 
e.g. topical research, tabling at events, 
postering.

3. Joining or creating an action group.

4. Joining a KPIRG Committee, where you 
participate in internal, collaborative 
decision-making.

5. Having a specific volunteer job within 
KPIRG, e.g. office administration, critical 
contributor to our blog, zine, podcast or 
youtube channel

6. Having a specific volunteer job with 
external organizations that KPIRG 
supports (share updates)

Become a Director of the Society!

Over the last year, our board has been through 
a great deal of transition and we’ve been seeking 
new directors at various points in the year, not just
at our elections.  If we do not have a full slate of 
five students and two community members, we 
welcome you to reach out to us, submit an 
application and come have a chat about what you 
are passionate about.    

This year, we’ve instituted a policy, such that 
all new members of the KPIRG board will receive

professional board training and the ongoing 
support of staff and other board members.  We 
want you to be successful as a board member and 
be better equipped to steer the ship that is KPIRG.
Not only is this training free, but it will also serve 
you well in other areas of your life beyond KPU 
(hint: it looks great to employers on a resume).

If you are interested in joining the board, please 
contact our Administrative Coordinator 
office@kpirg.ca
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Start an action group!

An action group is a KPIRG mandated group of individuals collectively working towards a social 
and/or environmental justice goal. We provide logistical support to help your group achieve your goal. 
Please talk to us if you’re interested in getting an action going. 

Past and Current Action Groups:

• Pipe-UP Network

• Fossil Free Kwantlen

• Disability Action Movement Now! 
(D.A.M.N!) 

• Lehar Manifesto

• Anti-Stigma & Drug Policy Reform 
Action Group

• Islamophobia and Media Youth Workshop 
Action Group

• (Currently there is also a Community 
Safety & Transformative Justice working 
group being proposed to begin this 
spring.)

instagram: KPIRG | www.kpirg.ca | staff@kpirg.ca
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