
	  
	  
	  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Get Out The VOTE! 
 

Election Day is Saturday November 15th, 2014 
8:00AM -8:00PM 

52 voting locations across Surrey 
 

Who is Eligible to VOTE?

ü A Canadian citizen 
ü 18 years of age or older on voting day 
ü lived in BC for the last six months 
ü lived in the City of Surrey for the last 30 days 

 
 

Contact Returning Office for more info on how to vote. 

Chief Elections Officer | Jane Sullivan 

Phone: 604-591-4213 
jsullivan@surrey.ca 

 



What do I need to do to be able to vote? 
You can register at an Advance Poll or on General Voting Day at the voting location. 
To register when you vote, you must bring:  

• At least two documents with your identity and place of residence (address) - at least one of the 
documents must have your signature. 

OR 

• At least two documents that show your identity (one document must have your signature)  
• Make a declaration for your place of residence.  

See the examples of documents that will  be accepted. 
	  

Make sure you have the right ID to bring with you to the polling station to register to vote. 

Please bring at least one item from each group below to make sure that you have the identification you need to 
register: 

Group 1:  Photo identi f icat ion with signature – one of the following is required: 

• Canadian Passport  
• BC Drivers Licence  
• BC ID Card  
• Canadian Citizenship Card  
• Post-secondary Student Card  

Group 2:  Name / Address:  
If you are using a BC Drivers Licence or BC ID card, use one of the following as your second document: 

• Birth Certificate  
• Canadian Passport  
• Canadian Citizenship Card  
• Social Insurance Card  
• BC Care Card or BC Gold Care Card  
• Debit or Credit Card  

If you are using a Canadian Passport, Canadian Citizenship Card, or a Student Card, use one of the following as your 
second document: 

• BC Drivers Licence  
• BC ID Card  
• Certificate of Vehicle Insurance  
• Property Tax Notice  
• Utility Bill (BC Hydro, Bell, Shaw, Telus, etc.)  

 
 



Questions for the Candidates 

Candidates responded to several questions posed by advocacy groups and KPIRG. 
 
For Council and Mayoral Candidates: 
 

• Cliff Blair (responded but didn’t answer any of the questions) 
• Laurie Guerra 
• Grant Rice (Mayoral) 
• Nav Dhanoya 
• Jim McMurtry (responded but didn’t answer any of the questions) 
• Rick Scorsese 

 
 

1) How will you ensure that the public 
interest and broader communities in 
Surrey take precedence over private, 
for-profit interests? 

 
Laurie Guerra - I am 51 years old and have lived a very 
common sense, practical and balanced lifestyle. I am a 
firm believer that “money is not everything” and would 
bring that to the table in any vote or decisions set before 
me. 
 
Grant Rice - I have always advocated for better 
transparency. I am only accepting individual campaign 
donations. There should be limits on campaign 
donations and corporations, and unions should not be 
involved in financing slates or individual candidates.  
 
Nav Dhanoya - I stood up as an Independent Councillor 
Candidate for the same reason, for the public good of 
the average Joe and Jane like myself. I am the average 
taxpayer, who wants a good life for their family, a good 
place to live, and a safe environment in the City. 
 
Rick Scorsese - The public expects the highest 
standards of professional conduct from Members elected 
to local government. Therefore, when elected, I will 
uphold the following: 
1. 	  	  Integrity – giving the municipality’s interests 

absolute priority over private individual interests; 
2.   Honesty – being truthful and open; 
3.  Objectivity – making decisions based on a careful 

and fair analysis of the facts; 
4.  Accountability – being accountable to each other 

and the public for decisions taken; 

5.  Leadership – confronting the challenges and 
providing direction on the issues of the day 

 
 
 

2) What do you think of the contracting 
out of public services? 

 
Laurie Guerra - As long as the numbers work I am all 
for it. 
 
Grant Rice – I am against the contracting out of public 
services. The quality of service, employee wages, and 
oversight, all suffer as a consequence. 
 
Nav Dhanoya - Yes, if they get better bang for the buck 
and save taxpayers money in the long run. 
 
Rick Scorsese - They say private companies can 
provide public services better and cheaper. That’s the 
theory. The facts say otherwise. In case after case, 
privatization has: 

1. Reduced service quality and public 
accountability by cutting the ties that bind 
government, service providers, and the public 
around common goals; 

2. Increased the price of services because of 
duplication, inefficiency, and the ever-present 
need of private companies to maximize profits; 

3. Eliminated good jobs with decent wages and 
benefits and replaced them with lower-cost 
(even minimum wage) labour. 

 
 
 
 



3) How will you address population 
growth? 

 
Laurie Guerra - I am a firm believer that population 
growth must be manage throughout the 
world and one of the best ways to do that is to educate 
and empower women. In terms of population growth for 
the city of Surrey I believe it is a good thing as long as 
we buttress that population growth with adequate 
infrastructure. 
 
Grant Rice - I am in favour of growth management that 
concentrates development in brownfield areas as 
opposed to the sprawl we are currently witnessing. 
Moderate multi-use development along frequent transit 
networks and transit hubs is my priority. 
 
Nav Dhanoya - We plan a better city, and have better 
transit options for 1200 people coming to Surrey every 
month. We also need to have better social planning 
throughout the City. 
 
Rick Scorsese - Surrey's population growth is outpacing 
Vancouver's. There needs to be a Social Plan that 
effectively identifies affordable housing and 
homelessness as a critical component of a healthy 
community. In addition, Surrey needs to deliver on its 
development of our Housing Action Plan, which will help 
us meet the goal of ensuring an adequate housing 
supply in Surrey. Further, we need to create small 
business incentives (taxes, grants, and low interest 
loans, expertise) to encourage entrepreneurs to be 
successful in their business ventures resulting in job 
creation.   
 
 

4) How will you ensure sustainable 
urban planning?  

 
Laurie Guerra - It’s what I believe in and any vote or 
decision that comes before me will be looked at in light 
of its sustainability. 
 
Grant Rice - I believe we have some incredible urban 
planners at the city and I would like to unleash their 
talents with solid planning policies. One measure would 
be to move from a Development checklist to an actual 
scorecard that guides council to reject bad applications 
that have received a failing grade. 
 
Nav Dhanoya - I can hire more social planner for 
currently 2 at the City Hall to 10. 
 

Rick Scorsese - The loss of green spaces as a 
consequence of urbanization challenges us to consider 
the importance of urban nature more closely. Knowledge 
can be found within local nature associations, which are 
important contacts, especially as information sources, 
but also because of their ability to gather, store, and 
distribute species information over time. For instance, if 
nature studies are to be made in the district, the 
associations can help in informing local nature 
enthusiasts about the need for additional information. 
Public hearings that incorporate participatory planning 
process are forums where certain themes can be 
discussed publicly, and matters regarding nature are 
more often reviewed. Furthermore, the city planners 
must emphasize the usefulness of plan walks, where 
planners and local participants walk a route in the plan 
area and stop in places regarded as important.  
 
 
 

5) How will you combat suburban 
sprawl and auto-dependency in our 
communities? 

 
Laurie Guerra - The Safe Surrey coalition has a 
comprehensive transportation platform available at 
safeSurrey.ca, which will address some of the concerns. 
I also personally believe in building vibrant town centers 
enriched with arts and culture. 
 
Grant Rice - The second half of my response to #3 
addresses part of the issue. The second is to increase 
the availability, frequency, and comfort of our transit 
system.  Moderate multi-use development along 
frequent transit networks and transit hubs is my priority. 
 
Nav Dhanoya - I have to listen to the concerns of the 
residents and businesses and address them. 
 
Rick Scorsese - Rampant suburban sprawl 
development in Surrey’s metropolitan areas has led to 
chronic traffic jams, conflicts over the use of green space 
and soaring public costs to service growth. We need an 
efficient the rapid transit system, Light Rail and Bike 
Lanes to help reduce congestion and pollution.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



6) How will you improve pedestrian and 
cycling infrastructure and ensure 
safe, accessible walkways, sidewalks, 
and cycling paths? 

 
Laurie Guerra - The Safe Surrey coalition has a 
comprehensive transportation platform available at 
safeSurrey.ca, which will address some of the concerns. 
I also personally believe all of these things mentioned 
above need to be enhanced. I walk 5 miles per day in 
the Fraser Heights area and there are absolutely some 
safety concerns that I would like to address. 
 
Grant Rice - I’m in favour of separated bike lanes, wider 
sidewalks, and ensuring that all pedestrian pathways are 
wheelchair and stroller friendly. 
 
Nav Dhanoya - All Schools, Religious places and urban 
centers in Surrey need to have proper crosswalks with 
pedestrian activated lights to signal drivers to stop. 
Cycling paths needs to be extended to current cycling 
network. 
 
Rick Scorsese - The effectiveness of urban design and 
land use and transport policies and practices must 
increase physical activity. Street-scale urban design and 
land use approaches use policy instruments and 
practices to support physical activity in small geographic 
areas, generally limited to a few blocks. These policies 
and practices must include features such as improved 
street lighting or infrastructure projects that increase the 
ease and safety of street crossing, ensure sidewalk 
continuity, introduce or enhance traffic calming such as 
center islands or raised crosswalks, or enhance the 
aesthetics of the street area, such as landscaping.  
 
 

7) How will you address the public 
transit needs for students, elderly, 
low-income residents? 

 
Laurie Guerra - The Safe Surrey coalition has a 
comprehensive transportation platform available at 
safeSurrey.ca, which will address some of the concerns. 
I also believe in facilitating one legal suite and as well in 
mixed development whereby strata is mixed in with 
single-family development. 
 
Grant Rice - As a recent graduate of the Urban Studies 
program at SFU, I took advantage of our UPass program. 
The fact that our transit system connections are so poor 
that KPU must run their own shuttle service, 

demonstrate the inadequacy of our transit system. I will 
advocate for better community connections at the 
Mayor’s Council table. 
We also need to repatriate the HandiDart system and 
provide assistance to low income people that can’t afford 
public transit.  
 
Nav Dhanoya - Best way is to have an unlimited 
monthly pass, in consultation with Translink. 
 
Rick Scorsese – By offering discounted transit fares to 
students seniors and Low Income Monthly Passes to 
those in need must be supported by the City through 
taxpayer funds. 
 
 
 

8) How will you address the lack of 
affordable housing and better 
regulate the housing market? 

 
Laurie Guerra - I would like to encourage the 
development of self-sustaining communities however I 
believe there needs to be better regulation on multiple 
suites and parking controls. 
 
Grant Rice - Surrey needs a strategy for replacing 
Surrey's aging rental housing stock. I plan to redirect a 
portion of the secondary suite fees towards building 
market and non-market rental housing. This will include 
changing the focus of the Surrey City Development 
Corporation, and divesting the SCDC from riskier 
ventures. I will also ensure that Surrey implements our 
policies for extracting affordable housing funds from 
developers when they are given density bonuses. 
 
Surrey also needs to address the issue of illegally built 
suites that often do not meet the BC building code. 
Improperly installed wiring and gas lines have the 
potential to create fire hazards and have likely caused 
fires in the past. By collecting fees from these suites, the 
city and taxpayers face potential liability in the case of an 
explosion or fire. I have a plan to address this situation in 
a way that will protect renters from the dangers of these 
"legalized" suites. 
 
Nav Dhanoya - We will have to look into provincial 
funding for affordable housing. Housing market 
regulation has to be done by the Finance ministry by 
looking at options for better regulations. 
 
Rick Scorsese – Today, affordable housing policies 
must help promote healthy families and communities. 
Rental assistance programs including both subsidized 



housing production and demand side assistance (such 
as vouchers) clearly play a central role in the affordable 
housing strategy. Subsidizing the rents for existing units 
is much less costly than building new units, and can help 
stabilize a faltering housing market, enable low-income 
households to compete in a tight market, provide 
struggling landlords with sufficient rent revenues to 
maintain their properties, and prevent rental units from 
deteriorating and dropping out of the housing stock. 
Location also plays a critical role in the effectiveness of 
affordable housing programs.  
 
 
 

9) What is your stance on social 
housing and homelessness? What 
are your plans to deal with an 
increasing poverty rate in our 
communities? 

 
Laurie Guerra - The safe Surrey coalition will put $5 
million per year into social programs - to address social 
housing and homelessness issues by enhancing already 
existing facilities and services provided by social 
agencies and nonprofit organizations. I also believe in 
developing and expanding our shelters. 
 
Grant Rice - In the previous question I address the 
social housing issue. In order to address the poverty 
level I will advocate for an increase to the minimum 
wage, a substantial increase in income assistance and a 
Living Wage policy for city employees and contract 
service providers.  
 
Nav Dhanoya - We do need more social housing and 
will have to look for more provincial funding. We need to 
house our homeless and teach them some skills training 
for getting out of the homeless cycle. Homelessness is a 
residential issue. Adopt a Homeless program can be 
initiated in the City of Surrey. 
 
Rick Scorsese – We must invest in the Purpose Built 
Homes to address the homelessness and also subsidize 
the social housing initiatives using taxpayer funding.  
 
Poverty is increasing for youth workers, young families 
and immigrants in Surrey. We must include these groups 
in our diversity planning strategies to increase 
employment and overall health and wellbeing. This 
includes specific action plans for each group through 
consultation and cooperation.    
 
 

10) What will you do to address 
substance addiction in Surrey 
communities? 

 
Laurie Guerra - The safe Surrey coalition will put $5 
million per year into social programs-to address 
substance addiction in Surrey communities. 
 
Grant Rice - I will advocate for stronger provincial 
legislation for recovery houses and increase the city's 
support for those agencies that are providing those 
much needed services. This will include provision of city-
owned land for new, properly licensed recovery facilities. 
 
Nav Dhanoya - Legalize Marihuana, and focus on more 
serious crime.   
 
Rick Scorsese – We need safe injection sites for those 
who are dealing with drug abuse and more purpose built 
facilities to address other forms of substance abuse with 
adequate staff to help ensure the safety and 
rehabilitation of these individuals. 
 
 

11) What will you do to foster local 
economic development? 

 
Laurie Guerra - Freeze property taxes and business 
taxes for a two-year period and focus on public safety 
issues which seem to be one of the largest detriments to 
the city of Surrey at this time. 
 
Grant Rice - I will launch a buy local campaign in Surrey 
with a focus on education around the benefits of 
supporting the local economy.  
 
Nav Dhanoya - A New Surrey Convention Centre and 
Extension of Skytrain throughout Surrey. 
 
Rick Scorsese – Local economic development must be 
done in consultation with each neighborhood public 
hearings to understand the needs of those residents 
directly affected.  In addition, for those who want to 
invest in local economic development, there should be 
resource support (such as access to urban planning, 
density, income level, needs of that community etc.) 
from local government including but not limited to tax 
breaks.   
 
 
 



12) Do you agree with having English as 
a Second Language courses (ESL) 
free, readily accessible, and available 
at all local public elementary and 
secondary schools? If so, how will 
make this possible. 

 
Laurie Guerra - Yes I think having ESL classes free are 
a great idea and we could engage 
 groups already existing within the community to make 
this possible. I would like to see young people of the 
same culture giving back to their own communities and 
cultures. 
 
Grant Rice - Yes, I will ask the provincial government to 
provide enough funding to provide enough teachers, 
support staff, and space for these programs. 
 
Nav Dhanoya - Yes, with provincial funding. 
 
Rick Scorsese - I agree with having English as a 
second language offered free and readily accessible not 
only at local elementary and secondary schools but 
other government funded (libraries) programs. Most 
immigrant new comers to Surrey would benefit from 
such accessibility. Therefore, the City should fund 
programs through our elementary and secondary 
schools and other venues. When elected, I will make this 
issue a priority in my agenda.  
 
 
 

13) Will you work to ensure that all 
existing public schools remain open 
in all communities and work with 
elected municipal representatives to 
maximize the use of such schools as 
community hubs? 

 
Laurie Guerra - Absolutely. I believe that 
wholeheartedly. 
 
Grant Rice - Yes, I am a big fan of the community hub 
model.  
 
Nav Dhanoya - Absolutely, the taxpayers are paying for 
all school facilities and should be able to use them as 
community hubs. 
 

Rick Scorsese – Absolutely! I believe each child 
deserves a good education and public schools must be 
supported by the City to remain open to be used as hubs.  
 
 

14) Will you work to ensure that any 
municipal contributions to hospital 
infrastructure and to the health care 
system are directed only toward 
public health care facilities and 
services and not toward public-
private partnerships? 

 
Laurie Guerra - It would be premature of me to give a 
blanket answer at this time. I would have to look at 
issues brought before me on a case-by-case basis and 
then having weighed out the options decide accordingly. 
 
Grant Rice - I am not in favour of P3's and will work with 
senior government to have these restrictions removed 
from capital funding requirements. 
 
Nav Dhanoya - Yes, I will. 
 
Rick Scorsese - Yes! Public private partnerships could 
lead to more corruption, increased healthcare costs and 
reduced service quality. Therefore, I will ensure that 
municipal contributions to hospital infrastructure and to 
the health care system are directed only toward public 
health care facilities and services. 
 
 

15) What will you do to increase core, 
stable, and fair-funding for 
community social services? 

 
Laurie Guerra - The safe Surrey coalition will put $5 
million per year into social programs - to address social 
issues by enhancing already existing facilities and 
services provided by social agencies and nonprofit 
organizations. 
 
Grant Rice - We need to make better use of existing 
amenity contribution policies to ensure that the 
development industry pays a fair share of the costs of 
providing funding for affordable housing. I will also lobby 
the provincial government to ensure Surrey gets a larger 
share of funding for these services. I will continue to 
advocate for a National Housing Policy. 
 
Nav Dhanoya - Get some funding from the Ministry of 
Social Development. 



Rick Scorsese - Community services play a critical role 
in strengthening the economic and social well-being of 
our city. When elected, a change among the public, 
policy decision makers and funders by demonstrating 
the essential role that the community services sector and 
its workers play in our city and communities will be of 
utmost importance to me. In addition, increase core, 
stable and fair funding for community service agencies, 
allowing them to adequately meet operating costs on a 
long-term basis and ensure that agency workers receive 
fair wages, benefits and pensions, commensurate with 
cost-of living in Surrey and have more stable, less 
precarious jobs along with professional career 
opportunities.  
 
 
 

16) Will you support the use of municipal 
and school board building space for 
social service programs? 

 
Laurie Guerra - I would, yes. Having said that I would 
like to look at the details of any proposal in order to 
decide what I believe would be in the best interest of the 
city as a whole. 
 
Grant Rice - Yes, particularly for affordable childcare. 
 
Nav Dhanoya - Yes, some space can be made available 
in these facilities. 
 
Rick Scorsese – Yes.  
 
 

17) What will you do to make sure that 
students are integrated into the life of 
your community? 

 
Laurie Guerra - There are a number of different ways 
that students are integrated into the life of the community. 
One way is to encourage great universities such as 
Kwantlen and SFU to educate our students with the 
skills necessary to enter into jobs as soon as they come 
out of university. As a director of the Autism Society of 
British Columbia I also believe in helping our special 
needs students to thrive in our communities as well by 
encouraging companies to hire them and see the value 
that they bring to their 
organizations. 
 

Grant Rice - I would like to expand the use of schools 
as community hubs and encourage student engagement 
in civic government. 
 
Nav Dhanoya - Every June, Students and Schools 
should help clean up the neighborhood around the 
schools. 
 
Rick Scorsese – Practicum/ Internships must be 
available through local businesses and local government 
to integrate students in to our skilled workforce.  We 
should provide employer driven events from community 
based establishments to have access to these students 
and vice versa.   
 
 

18) The youth in our community have 
limited space to socialize safely.  If 
elected, what would you do to create 
more public youth-friendly spaces? 

 
Laurie Guerra - I would like to restructure the parks, rec. 
and cultural budget for the city. I believe this should be 
one of our major concerns and more resources definitely 
need to be placed in parks, recreation and cultural 
facilities. 
 
Grant Rice - We need to invigorate all of our public 
spaces for youth and all other age groups. We need to 
have at least one community centre for youth in each of 
our town centres. I have been advocating for better 
planning of facilities that combine the resources of the 
city and the provincial government in co-locating high 
schools and community centres since 2007. 
 
Nav Dhanoya - Yes, I will. Any suggestions are most 
welcome. I have thought about it for a while. 
 
Rick Scorsese – The parks and recreation board along 
with city planners must adopt plans that include more 
public youth friendly spaces in our City. When elected, I 
will work with the council to bring this to fruition. I will 
also, examine the provision and use of formal public 
spaces in Surrey in relationship to the specific needs of 
urban youth. 
 
 
 
 
 



19) If elected, what would you do to 
ensure that youth voices are 
represented in decision-making? 

 
Laurie Guerra - I would like to have young people 
attend and be given a voice at public council meetings 
and consultations when dealing with issues pertaining to 
them. University forums are also a great way to have the 
youth represented and bring their needs and wants to 
city governments. 
 
Grant Rice - There are now youth members on city 
advisory committees. I would like to encourage further 
participation in public engagement and planning 
processes by sending invitations to the schools and 
universities in the vicinity of all outreach activities. 
 
Nav Dhanoya - Yes, they are important part of our 
future and should have representation. 
 
Rick Scorsese – I will have a youth forum in the City 
Hall to give direct access to the councilors and also visit 
youth centers and schools to understand and respond to 
the needs of our youth.  
 
 

20) If elected, what would you do to 
increase the number of child care 
spaces in our community? 

 
Laurie Guerra - I would support any school board 
initiative to do so. I think opening up our public schools 
before and after school hours could be a possibility. 
 
Grant Rice - I would encourage the schools to open up 
more spaces and ensure that childcare centres are 
designed into all new civic facilities. 
 
Nav Dhanoya - Yes, some ideas need to be taken from 
countries like Norway and Sweden, which have better 
child care facilities. 
 
Rick Scorsese – Investing in child care helps 
strengthen families and communities. Ensuring the 
quality, sufficiency and affordability of regulated child 
care services for families with young children will remain 
a top priority in my agenda. I will support funding through 
child care initiatives to assist Surrey communities with 
the potential development of regulated child care 
services and support facilities along with the expansion 
of existing child care operations in those communities. 
 
 

 
21) If elected, will you endorse (or 

advocate for) the $10 a day child care 
plan? 

 
Laurie Guerra - Children are our future and I would 
advocate for or endorse anything that I felt would be in a 
child’s best interest. I will not though give an answer to a 
question that I haven’t yet fully researched and 
considered. 
 
Grant Rice - Yes, on a needs basis. 
 
Nav Dhanoya - Sure, why not. 
 
Rick Scorsese – Yes! 
 
 

22) If elected, what will you do to reduce 
rising vulnerability among young 
children in your community? 

 
Laurie Guerra - I am not sure if this is in the mandate of 
a city council, but I assure you anything to help reduce 
the vulnerability of children in my community would be of 
top priority to me. 
 
Grant Rice - My advocacy in the areas of raising the 
income of parents and providers in a previous response 
is the most important issue for vulnerable children. 
 
Nav Dhanoya - Yes, I will. Children are our future. 
 
Rick Scorsese – Our youth are our future. I will support 
programs preventing at risk youth to dropping out of 
school and make sure our children stay in school. In 
addition, through consultation, I will work with community 
leaders and parents to get vulnerable students off our 
streets and in to treatment programs to make them 
productive again.  
 
 

23) If elected, will you endorse and/or 
advocate for a poverty reduction plan 
for BC? 

 
Laurie Guerra - Absolutely. 
 
Grant Rice – Yes. 
 
Nav Dhanoya - Yes, we need to have a good anti-
poverty plan. 



 
Rick Scorsese – I will endorse and/or advocate for a 
poverty reduction plan for BC and work closely with the 
Provincial Government to make it successful. 
 
 

24) The Federation of Canadian 
Municipalities was instrumental in 
getting the campaign 2000 agenda to 
eliminate child poverty into the 
federal spotlight.  If elected, what 
would you do to ensure that child 
poverty is not ignored? 

 
Laurie Guerra - As a mother of five, children are my top 
priority and once again any issue that would be brought 
before me as a city councilor would be viewed through 
my focal lens. 
 
Grant Rice - I will continue to keep the issue front and 
centre at the council table. 
 
Nav Dhanoya - Yes, I will. 
 
Rick Scorsese – I will do the following: Introduce 
innovative strategies to “better identify and deploy 
strategies to vulnerable families,” including: 
 
Providing employment support grants; expediting 
enrollment process for economic benefits for child 
welfare-involved families; creating an employment 
pipeline that coordinates job recruitment, placement and 
career advancement services for families in the child 
welfare system; directing City funds as temporary cash 
assistance to deliver family preservation and 
reunification services to families with incomes below 
200% of federal poverty and whose allegations of 
neglect are confirmed; family team meetings designed to 
help parents better access benefits, asset building 
programs and job training’; and, partnerships between 
child welfare departments to help connect families to 
training, employment, asset building, housing and other 
benefit programs. 
These are just some of the many strategies currently 
underway across states aimed at helping lift families out 
of poverty and reduce risk for entry (or re-entry) into the 
child welfare system. 
 
 

25) The municipal government has a 
responsibility to avoid contributing to 
the problem of low-wage poverty. If 

elected will you commit to adopting a 
municipal bylaw requiring the 
municipality to pay a living wage to 
both its employees and contract 
staff? 

 
Laurie Guerra - I would have to look into it further 
before I would make a commitment. 
 
Grant Rice – Yes. 
 
Nav Dhanoya - I believe, we already are paying our 
employees the best wages and benefits in the City of 
Surrey. 
 
Rick Scorsese – Yes I will.  
 
 

26) The Kinder Morgan Trans Mountain 
Pipeline Expansion Project is 
proposed to cut through Surrey and 
impact citizens, municipal employees, 
and the environment. The 
consultation process has limited the 
number of residents whose voices 
can be heard. How familiar are you 
with the project and how would you 
work to engage residents with the 
process to ensure that their concerns 
are represented to the National 
Energy Board? 

 
Laurie Guerra - I haven’t studied it thoroughly but do 
believe highly in the rights of citizens to have a voice. 
Once again we have this balance between business and 
the environment and I would make sure I was very 
familiar with every issue brought before me that I would 
vote on. I would then weigh out the options and vote in 
favor of what I felt would be best overall. That’s all any of 
us can do. 
 
Grant Rice - Very familiar, I am a member of the Surrey 
chapter of the Pipe Up Network.  
 
Nav Dhanoya - I stand by the residents of Surrey and 
will do whatever is required to voice their concerns. 
 
Rick Scorsese – Kinder Morgan has elected to treat 
diluted bitumen the same as other heavy oils – opting 
not to conduct any studies on its health impacts, how it 



reacts in a marine environment, or any other research 
specific to diluted bitumen. They have also relied on 
existing spill prevention and response plans and risk 
assessments for its transportation and storage. This is 
an example of the inadequate health and safety 
measures undertaken by KM to prevent disasters. When 
elected, I will present the best evidence and good 
arguments by inviting (CRED) to NEB through the NEB 
process to counter the project as a bad investment. In 
addition, I will work with the City to provide protection for 
species at risk through existing tools as Water Act, 
Wildlife Act and Bylaws, zoning and permitting. The 
Project must happen in the most environmentally 
sustainable way possible. I will do everything possible to 
minimize the impact to Surrey. In addition, residents will 
be given complete access to all materials and 
information related to KM’s plans and allowed to decide 
what course of action to take.  
 
 

27) Do you think that Kinder Morgan 
should have the right to ignore 
municipal bylaws such as the not 
permitted cutting of trees in the 
Burnaby Conservation Area? 

 
Laurie Guerra - If the pipeline is scheduled to go 
through then concessions might have to be made in 
order to facilitate it. I don’t believe they should have the 
right to ignore municipal bylaws as a whole but as I said 
some exceptions might have to be made. 
 
Grant Rice - Absolutely not. 
 
Nav Dhanoya - No, they should not. 
 
Rick Scorsese – No. They should be subjected to all 
municipal bylaws.  
 
 

28) What should Council’s responsibility 
be for dealing with climate change? 

 
Laurie Guerra - There is always a flip side to every coin 
and the citizens all over this country tend to vote in favor 
of jobs and a strong economy. I too believe in the 
importance of having jobs and strong economies 
however as I said money isn’t everything and we must 
do all that we can to mitigate any damages that could 
occur in the pursuit of these strong economies. There’s 
not much point in worrying about the economy if the 
planet is nonexistent! Council should set the example. 

Grant Rice - Council needs to take a strong stance 
against projects like the Trans Mountain twinning and 
the export of US thermal coal form the proposed terminal 
in North Surrey.  
 
Nav Dhanoya - Better Environmental Bylaws including a 
good garbage collection plan. 
 
Rick Scorsese – Councilors have important, 
complementary and differentiated roles in adapting to 
the impacts of climate change. An important foundation 
for building successful risk management responses is 
determining responsibility for managing each risk. Risks 
will be dealt with most efficiently, effectively and 
appropriately by recognizing and empowering those who 
are best placed to manage them. The council members 
must be supportive in climate change action plans and 
also encourage greater participation from our 
communities and interest groups.  
 
 

29) Surrey, Langley Township, 
Abbotsford, and the FVRD are 
interveners in the National Energy 
Board review process for the Kinder 
Morgan pipeline. According to Kinder 
Morgan’s emergency response plan 
released publicly on Oct. 17, 
municipal first responders would be 
relied upon to respond to an oil spill 
from the existing Kinder Morgan 
pipeline or proposed expansion 
project.  How would you work on 
Council to protect first responder and 
public safety in regard to this 
proposed project? 

 
Laurie Guerra - Our first responders are amazing and 
highly skilled and we need to keep them that way by 
providing them with the top-of-the-line training and the 
resources that they need. 
 
Grant Rice - I will demand that Kinder Morgan disclose 
the chemical composition of all materials transported 
through their existing pipeline.  
 
Nav Dhanoya - I think Kinder Morgan should be the first 
responders themselves. Municipalities will provide 
support, but should be reimbursed for all costs of 
cleanup. 
 



Rick Scorsese – The Project must happen in the most 
environmentally sustainable way possible. I will do 
everything possible to minimize the impact to our City’s 
first responder teams by funding for additional protective 
gear, training and disaster management response plan 
in conjunction with all branches of fire, law enforcement 
and paramedical agencies.  
 
 

30) What concerns, if any, do you have 
about the Kinder Morgan pipeline 
proposed to be built through Surrey? 

 
Laurie Guerra - Of course my main concern would be 
an oil spill. 
 
Grant Rice - I am very concerned not only with the 
transport but he threats to our ocean habitat and the 
destructive nature of the Alberta Oil Sands project. 
 
Nav Dhanoya - Resident concerns should be taken into 
consideration before any pipeline is built. 
 
Rick Scorsese – An oils spill will have dire 
consequences to our health and also our species. It 
could cost also cost us money in a cleanup process.  
 
 

31) What is your knowledge of existing 
oil spill response financing and 
training for emergency responders 
within the municipality? 

 
Laurie Guerra - I do know that it is very expensive and 
that it should be paid for by those making the profits from 
the oil. We also need to keep funding new technologies 
that would help in any oil spill emergency. 
 
Grant Rice - I know that the onus is on our municipal 
firefighters and other first responders to react to any 
spills. they need to know what is in the products being 
transported.  
 
Nav Dhanoya - I understand that the Fire Department 
can carry the role of oil spill response, but it is better to 
have proper safeguard in place and Kinder Morgan 
should be the first hand oil spill responders. 
 
Rick Scorsese –The BP oil spill was an example of how 
dangerous and disastrous it could be. The damage to 
habitat, health risks are still being dealt with. I do not 

want this project in my City. However I do not have any 
financing and training for emergency.  
 
Most of our fire halls are under staffed and ill equipped 
to respond to an emergency of this magnitude. 
Therefore, it will be an area I will place emphasis on to 
build a better emergency response apparatus.  
 
 

32) What is your position on bitumen-
carrying pipeline development 
through Surrey? 

 
Laurie Guerra - There is always a flip side to every coin 
and the citizens all over this country tend to vote in favor 
of jobs and a strong economy. I too believe in the 
importance of having jobs and strong economies 
however as I said money isn’t everything and we must 
do all that we can to mitigate any damages that could 
occur in the pursuit of these strong economies. There’s 
not much point in worrying about the economy if the 
planet is nonexistent! 
 
Grant Rice - Answered in Q#30. I am very concerned 
not only with the transport but he threats to our ocean 
habitat and the destructive nature of the Alberta Oil 
Sands project. 
 
Nav Dhanoya - Proper safeguard and resident concerns 
should be taken into considerations. 
 
Rick Scorsese – I am completely against it and would 
work hard with environmental activists to stop the 
pipeline development.  
 
 

33) What public services do you see as 
priority areas in the next four years? 

 
Laurie Guerra - Public safety is my number one priority 
and hiring 142 new police officers within a year and 
doubling the number of bylaw officers from 24 to 48 will 
be part of that public safety priority. 
 
Grant Rice - We need to focus our growth in areas that 
have been identified for frequent transit service. We 
need to bring in a wards system. We need to change the 
governance structure of Translink so that citizens can 
hold elected officials accountable for its operation. 
 
Nav Dhanoya - Police, Community Safety, and Skytrain 
in Surrey going along King George Blvd. to 64th Ave and 



along Scott Road to Scott Road Skytrain Station. 
Another Skytrain line along Fraser Hwy to City of 
Langley. 
 
Rick Scorsese –  

1. Poverty Reduction Services 
2. Dealing with Homelessness  
3. Programs for At Risk Youth  
4. Drug Rehabilitation Facilitates 
5. Transportation services for our seniors and 

persons with disabilities  
6. Crime Reduction through community 

intervention  
 
 
 
 

34) What do you perceive as the three 
most important concerns facing 
Surrey? 

 
Laurie Guerra - Public safety, transportation, and fiscal 
responsibility 
 
Grant Rice - Getting the control of council back form the 
developers and returning it to the citizens. 
Electoral reform in providing a ward system. 
Climate Change and Food Security 
 
Nav Dhanoya - Crime, Transportation, Development. 
 
Rick Scorsese –  

1. Strategy on Crime 
2. Transportation Inefficiency 
3. Homelessness  

 
 

For School Trustee Candidates: 
In addition to the above questions School Trustee Candidates were asked the following:  
 

• Charlene Dobie  
• Sikandar Hayat 
• Niovi Patsicakis 
• Sara Sharma 
• Sukhy Dhillon (responded but didn’t answer any of the questions) 

 
1) There are 23 schools in the Lower 

Mainland within 200 m of the existing 
60 year-old Kinder Morgan pipeline, 
which is now proposed to be 
expanded through the Trans 
Mountain Expansion Project.  What 
risks do you think the children of 
Surrey face if pipelines carrying tar 
sands bitumen run through or 
adjacent to their school grounds? 

 
Charlene Dobie - There is always risk when a pipeline 
is going through a community. The worst risk is that it 
could begin to leak and the bitumen could leak into the 
school and school grounds. I would hope any school 
district with schools near an pipeline would have a plan 
as they do for earthquakes, fires and lockdowns. 

Sikandar Hayat - I would not support any expansion of 
the existing pipelines. Our children deserve the best, 

clean environment to live in. We should not expose our 
children, at a larger scale than the one already in place, 
to the harmful chemicals. 

Niovi Patsicakis – Keep pipelines out. 
 
Sara Sharma - Compared to the risks the children face 
in traffic, exposure to fungi and other spores in the 
overused portables, from bullies, the risk posed by the 
proposed pipeline is rather small. Never the less, I 
expect the approval process to ensure public safety.  
 
 

2) Do you support an oil pipeline that 
runs through or near school 
grounds? 

 
Charlene Dobie - No I do not support oil pipelines 
running through or near school grounds. 



Sikandar Hayat - No, I do not support an oil pipeline 
that runs through or near school grounds. 

Niovi Patsicakis – No. 
 
Sara Sharma - I don’t support them running through 
school grounds. We also need a far better safety 
assurance plan than is currently proposed. 
 
 

3) Will you support the use of municipal 
and school board building space for 
social service programs? 

 
Charlene Dobie - In Surrey we are unique in that we 
have very little space in our schools for other programs 
due to growing student enrollment. However, currently 
we do have daycares utilizing space and some of our 
new schools have neighbourhood learning centre space 
for use by the community. I would support using our 
buildings for social services programs as well. Of course 
we would have to develop policy around specifics. 

Sikandar Hayat - If a school board building can be of a 
benefit to the local community while protecting and 
respecting the property and not accruing additional costs 
to the Board of Education, then I do support the use of 
municipal and school board building space for social 
service programs. 

Niovi Patsicakis – Yes. 
 
Sara Sharma – It depends on the program. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4) What will you do to make sure that 
students are integrated into the life of 
your community? 

 
Charlene Dobie - Right now our career counsellors do a 
great job organizing work experience placements and 
volunteer placements in the community for our high 
school students which is a graduation requirement. I 
know of classes who regularly visit senior centres for 
special events. Many of our staff fully support the 
concept of integration into the community.  My role as a 
Trustee is to support the staff and this concept as much 
as possible. 

Sikandar Hayat - Students need to be better connected 
to the community around them. They need to learn 
financial literacy, importance of being involved with 
people and non-profit organizations around them, learn 
to recognize the situations where they could help solve 
problems (i.e., stand up with victims when they are being 
teased or bullied), and learn to take initiatives to help 
ease the pain of others or just to make local community 
a better place for themselves and for everyone around 
them. Our students are able to accomplish much more if 
they are properly guided and given leadership 
opportunities. 

Niovi Patsicakis – I believe that students need to 
engage in their communities and have information 
available on what is offered right at their schools or 
colleges. We need to work with businesses and provide 
them with part time work opportunities as this is often 
needed but also it is good experience for their future. 
They need to have their own spaces to meet and plan 
their own activities and share information or just feel part 
of a group. We need to break cultural barriers.  
This can be done by creating Facebook sites as well on 
different issues for information and sharing. Students 
need to be listened to perhaps in forms and then we 
need to invest and help them with their plans. 
 
Sara Sharma - They are integrated into the life of our 
community. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Thanks to PIPE UP Network, Living Wage for Families, First Call BC, and BC Poverty Reduction Coalition. 

 



 
 

Get Out The VOTE! 
 

Election Day is Saturday November 15th, 2014 
8:00AM -8:00PM 

52 voting locations across Surrey 
 
 
 

Contact Returning Office for more info on how to vote. 

Chief Elections Officer |  Jane Sull ivan 

Phone: 604-591-4213 
jsullivan@surrey.ca 

 


